INFLUENCE   OF   MANNERS   AND   RELIGION     231
standard, it confounds all the distinctions of society
at the foot of the same altar, even as they are con-
founded in the sight of God. If Catholicism predis-
poses the faithful to obedience, it certainly does not
prepare them for inequality ; but the contrary may
Hse said of Protestantism, which generally tends to
make men independent, more than to render them
equal.
Catholicism is like an absolute monarchy : if the
sovereign be removed, all the other classes of society
are more equal than they are in republics. It has
not infrequently occurred that the Catholic priest has
left the service of the altar to mix with the governing
powers of society, and to take his place among the
civil gradations of men. This religious influence has
sometimes been used to secure the interests of that
political state of things to which he belonged. At
other times Catholics have taken the side of aristo-
cracy from a spirit of religion.
But no sooner is the priesthood entirely separated
from the Government, as is the case in the United
States, than it is found that no class of men are more
naturally disposed than the Catholics to transfuse the
doctrine of the equality of conditions into the political
world. If, then, the Catholic citizens of the United
States are not forcibly led by the nature of their tenets
to adopt democratic and reoublican principles, ai least
they are not necessarily opposed to them ; and their
social position, as well as their limited number, obliges
them to adopt these opinions. Most of the Catholics are
poor, and they have no chance of taking a part in the
^Government unless it be open to all the citizens. They
constitute a minority, and all rights must be respected
in order to insure to them the free exercise of their
own privileges. These two causes induce them, un-
consciously, to adopt political doctrines which they